
24. LEGISLATIVE SECTION 
  
  
24.1 Main Functions: During the period under report, the following 
subjects were dealt with in the Legislative Section: - 
 

(i)       Summoning and Prorogation of the Rajya Sabha. 
(ii)      Summons to Members. 
(iii)     Calendar of Sittings. 
(iv)     Government Legislative Business expected to be taken up. 
(v)      President's Address, Motion of Thanks and amendments 

thereto. 
(vi)     General, Railways and State Budgets (Laying on the Table, 

Distribution of sets to Members and the schedule of 
discussion in the House). 

(vii)    Short Duration Discussions. 
(viii)   Calling Attention Notices.  
(ix)     Mentioning Matters of   Public Importance (Special Mentions) 
(x)      Discussion on the working of the Ministries of the Government 

of India.  
(xi)     Laying of the following papers on the Table of the House: - 
(a)      Fiscal Policy Statements; 
(b)      Outcome Budgets of various Ministries and Departments of 

the Government of India;  
(c)      The Supplementary Demands for Grants (General and 

Railways); and 
(d)      Reports of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (C & 

AG) 
 (xii)   Government Resolutions.  
(xiii)   Private Members' Resolutions.  
(xiv)   Government Motions. 
(xv)    Private Member's Motions (No-Day-Yet-Named Motions).  
(xvi)   Statutory Resolutions. 
(xvii)  Arrest, Detention and Release, etc. of Members.  
(xviii)  Matters relating to Parliamentary Procedure.  
(xix)   Privileges and Committee of Privileges.  
(xx)    Rules of Procedure and Committee on Rules.  
(xxi)   Distribution of Publications received from the 

Ministries/Departments, etc. to Members. 
  

During the year 2008, two Sessions, 213th and 214th,  of the Rajya 
Sabha were held.  The summary of work done by the Section is given 
below, Session-wise. 
  
24.2       213th   SESSION (25.2.2008 to 20.3.2008 and 15.4.2008 to 
6.5.2008): 
  

(i) Summons: Summons for the Two Hundred and Thirteenth  
Session of the Rajya Sabha was issued to the Members on February 11, 
2008.  As is customary for every Budget Session, it was split into two 
parts, first part began from February 25 to March 20 and the second 
part from April 15 to May 6, 2008. The Session which commenced on 
February 25, 2008, adjourned sine die on May 6, 2008.  There were 30 
sittings.  The House was prorogued by the President on May 10, 2008. 
  
(ii) President's Address and Motion of Thanks:   It being the first 
Session of the year, the President addressed the Members of 



both Houses of Parliament assembled together in the Central Hall on 
February 25, 2008. The Motion of Thanks on the President's Address 
was moved on February 28, 2007 by Shri Janardan Dwivedi , M.P. and 
seconded by  Dr. Abhishek Manu Singhvi, M.P.   Discussion on the 
Motion  took place on February 28, March 3, 4 and 5, 2008.  The motion 
was adopted by the House on March 8, 2007.  In all 167 amendments 
were received and processed by the section.  However, all the 
amendments were withdrawn   by   leave of the House. 
  
(iii) Mentioning Matters of Public Importance (Special Mention): 
128 matters of public importance under rule 180A were mentioned in 
the House by the Members with the permission of the Chairman during 
the Session. The Section processed all the cases for admission. 
  
(iv) Calling Attention to the Matters Of Urgent Public 
Importance:   A total of 71 notices were received during the session 
under rule 180.  Notices on the identical subjects were clubbed.  
However none of them was taken up during the session.   
  
(v) Short Duration Discussion:  Out of 92 notices of Short Duration 
Discussion received under rule 176 of Rules of Procedure and Conduct of 
Business in the Rajya Sabha, discussion on notices on the following two 
subjects was held: 

 
(i) Recent incidents of attacks on North Indians in various parts 

of Maharashtra by Prof. Ram Deo Bhandary on  March 5, 
2008; and 

(ii) Unprecedented price rise of commodities in the country by Dr. 
Murli Manohar Joshi on April 16 and 17, 2008 

 
Notices on the identical subjects were clubbed.   

  
(vi) Laying Of Budgets/Reports, etc.:    The following documents 
were laid on the Table of the Rajya Sabha: - 

             
a) Budgets: The Budgets (Railways and General) for the year 

2008-2009 on  February 26 and 29, 2008 respectively.  The 
Budget (Karnataka), 2008-09 on  March 10, 2008. 

b) Fiscal Policy Statements, 2008-2009: (i) the medium-term 
fiscal policy statement; (ii) the fiscal policy strategy statement; 
and (iii) the macro-economic framework statement were laid 
under sub-section (1) of section 3 of the Fiscal Responsibility 
and Budget Management Act, 2003 on  February 29, 2008. 

c) Supplementary Demands for Grants (General) 2007-08:  
Supplementary Demands for Grants (General) 2007-08 on  
March 12, 2008.   

d) Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways) 2007-
08:  Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways) 2007-08 
on  March 5, 2008.   

e) Supplementary Demands for Grants (Karnataka) 2007-
08:  Supplementary Demands for Grants (Karnataka) 2007-08 
on  March 10, 2008. 

f) Outcome Budgets 2008-09:  Outcome Budgets of various 
Ministries and Departments. 

g) Reports of the C & AG: 13 Reports of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General of India. 

  



The Section processed all these documents for laying. 
 

(vii) Discussion on the working of the Ministries of the 
Government of India: The working of the Ministry of Rural 
Development (April 21, 2008), Ministry of Labour and Employment (April 
23, 2008), Ministry of Human Resource Development (April 24, 2008), 
Ministry of Agriculture (April 28, 2008) and Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry (April 29, 2008) were discussed.  

  
(viii) Resolutions: 

 
(a) Statutory Resolutions: Three notices of Statutory Resolution 

were received and processed during this Session. Out of these, 
two Statutory Resolutions regarding approval of proclamation 
issued by the President on the  January 3, 2008 under article 
356 of the Constitution in relation to the State of Nagland and 
approval of continuance of another proclamation issued by the 
President on the  November 20, 2007 under article 356 of the 
Constitution in relation to the State of Karnataka for a further 
period of six months, were adopted on  February 27 and April 
29, 2008 respectively. Notice on Resolution seeking disapproval 
of Forward Contract (Regulation) Amendment Ordinance was 
not moved by the Member as the Bill replacing the Ordinance 
was not taken up in the House. 

 
(b) Private Members' Resolutions: During 213th Session, three 

days i.e., March 14, April 17 and May 2, 2008,   were allotted 
for Private Members' Resolution (PMR). In view of the 
discussion on Central Budget 2008, the Resolultions listed for 
March 14, 2008 was shifted to March 20, 2008. On the 
recommendation of the Business Advisory Committee meeting 
held on April 24, 2008, the sitting of the House slated for May 
2, 2008 was cancelled and the P.M.Rs listed for that day were 
postponed to some other day. Announcement to this effect was 
made by Hon’ble Vice Chairman on April 25, 2008 in the House.   
Thirteen Resolutions were received and admitted. Discussion on 
the resolution regarding increasing naxal activities in the 
country moved by Shri. B.S. Gnanadesikan was held and the 
resolution was withdrawn by leave of the House on March 20, 
2008. Shri Vijay J. Darda moved his resolution on deteriorating 
position of supply of crude oil, LPG and other petroleum 
products in the country on April 17, 2008.The resolution was 
withdrawn by leave of the House.  Thereafter, Shri D. Raja 
moved his resolution on setting up of the Special Economic 
Zones in the country, discussion on which remained 
inconclusive. 

   
(ix) Private Member's Motions (No-Day-Yet-Named Motions):   A 
number of notices were received and processed as per the provisions of 
the rules of which 496 were admitted and notified in the Parliamentary 
Bulletin Part II. 

  
24.3     214th SESSION (17.10.2008 to 24.10.2008 and 10.12.2008 
to 23.12.2008) 
 

(i)        Summons: Summons for the Two Hundred and Fourteenth   
Session of the Rajya Sabha was issued to the Members on September 



9, 2008. The Session which commenced on October 17, 2008, 
adjourned sine die on December 23, 2008.  The Session was originally 
scheduled from October 17 to  November 21, 2008.  However, due to 
upcoming Assembly elections in some States, the House was 
adjourned on  October 24, 2008 to meet again on  December 10, 
2008.  The Session, therefore, consisted of two parts. While the first 
part was from 17 to 24 October, the second part commenced from 10 
to 23 December, 2008.   There were 16 sittings in all.  The House was 
prorogued by the President on December 24, 2008.   
 
(ii)      Mentioning Matters of   Public Importance (Special 
Mention): 48 matters of public importance were made in the House 
by the Members with the permission of the Chairman during the 
Session. The Section processed all the cases for admission. 
 
(iii)     Calling Attention to the Matters of Urgent Public 
Importance: In all, 56 notices of Calling Attention to the Matters of 
Urgent Public Importance under Rule 180 of the Rules of Procedure 
and Conduct of Business in the Rajya Sabha were received.    
However, none of them was taken up.   
 
(iv)     Short Duration Discussion: Out of 104 notices of Short 
Duration Discussion received under Rule 176 of the Rules of Procedure 
and Conduct of Business in the Rajya Sabha, one notice on the ‘Recent 
ethnic and communal violence’ was admitted for discussion on October 
23 and 24, 2008. However, the matter could not be taken up for 
discussion in the House on both the days.  
 
(v)       Laying Of Budgets/Reports, etc.:    The following 
documents were laid on the Table of the Rajya Sabha: - 

  
a) Supplementary Demands for Grants (General) 2008-

09:  Supplementary Demands for Grants (General) 2008-09 
(First Batch) on  October 21, 2008.   

b) Supplementary Demands for Grants (General) 2008-
09:  Supplementary Demands for Grants (General) 2008-09 
(Second Batch) on  December 18, 2008.   

c) Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways) 2008-
09:  Supplementary Demands for Grants (Railways) 2008-09 
on 21 October and  December 18, 2008. 

d) Reports of the C&AG: 15 Reports of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General of India. 

  
The Section processed all these documents for laying. 

  
 

(vi) Resolutions: 
 

(a)  Statutory Resolutions: Two notices of Statutory Resolutions 
were received, admitted and adopted.  The Resolution in pursuance 
of section 8 of the Customs Tariff Act, 1975 increasing the export 
duty leviable on iron ores and another Resolution in pursuance of 
section 3 of the Central Excise Tariff Act, 1985 increasing the  basic 
duty of excise leviable on motor vehicles and motor cars were moved 
by the Minister of State for Finance and adopted by the House on  
October 24, 2008. 
  



(b)   Private Members' Resolutions: During 214th Session, three 
days, i.e. October 24, November 7 and 21, 2008 were allotted for 
transaction of Private Members Resolutions. As per recommendations 
of the Business Advisory Committee, the Private Member’s Business 
of October 24, 2008 was postponed for some other day. However, 
due to rescheduling of session, only one day, i.e. December 12, 
2008 was allotted for transaction of Private Members’ Resolution. 
Hence the Private Members’ Resolutions listed for October 24, 2008 
were taken up for discussion on Friday, December 12, 2008. Shri 
Vijay J. Darda moved his resolution on inordinate delay in the 
delivery of justice to the masses. An Amendment to his resolution 
was also moved by Shri M. Rama Jois. This resolution was discussed 
inconclusively. During this Session, five resolutions were received 
and admitted.  

  
 (vii)       Private Member's Motions (No-Day-Yet-Named 
Motions):   A number of notices were received and processed as per 
the provisions of rules of  which 342 were admitted and notified in the 
Parliamentary Bulletin Part II  

  
24.4        Miscellaneous: Besides, the above, the work relating to   

(i) notifying the information regarding arrest/release/detention, etc. 
of Members of Rajya Sabha in the Parliamentary Bulletin Part-II (ii) 
preparation of reply to Questionnaire received from the Society-of-Clerks 
at-the-Table, London  (iii) preparation  of detailed notes  on points of 
agenda for the Conference  of Presiding Officers/Secretaries of the 
Legislative bodies in India (iv) correspondence with State Legislatures; and  
(v) disposal of 12 applications received under the Right to Information Act 
was also dealt with by the section.  

 
(ii)  The Publications Counter, working under this Section,  liaises 

with Ministries/Departments, government bodies and agencies in helping 
them to make suitable arrangement for distribution of publications received  
from them to  the Members including the Budget(General); Budget 
(Railways); Outcome Budgets; Demands for Grants of the 
Ministries/Departments; Economic Survey, Annual Plan, Policy documents, 
CAG Reports, etc.;  Department-related Parliamentary Standing Committee 
Reports and other publications brought out by the Secretariat or received 
from the Lok Sabha Secretariat, etc.  
  
24.5        Committee of Privileges: 26 Notices of breach of privilege  and 
other receipts relating  to matters of privileges   were received, processed 
and examined.   Three meetings of the Committee were held  during the 
year.   The Committee presented to the House two Reports, namely, 52nd  
Report regarding a matter of breach of privilege arising out of 
communications issued in connection with ‘the Scheduled Tribes and other 
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forests Rights) Act, 2006’ 
allegedly in violation of the provisions of the Act by the Secretary, Ministry 
of Environment and Forests, and 53rd Report relating to a matter of breach 
of privilege arsing out of publishing of a news item casting reflections on a 
ruling given by the Chair in a weekly newspaper ‘Jadeed Markaz’ and 
referring to expunged proceedings of the Rajya Sabha in that news item.  
The Committee also presented a report (Shri Isam Singh case) to the 
Chairman on a petition submitted by a Member under the provisions of the 
Tenth Schedule to the Constitution in relation to another Member of Rajya 
Sabha.    
 



24.6        Committee on Rules:   The Section had received  Memoranda 
from Questions Branch and IT Sections for incorporation of some provisions 
in the Rules. The Committed held one meeting on October 23, 2008 to 
consider these memoranda.  
  
24.7        Computerisation : Entries relating to Special Mention (including 
their texts) made in the House during the 213th and 214th Session were fed 
into the web-enabled Special Mention Software.   Data since 194th Session 
(20.11.2001) is available on the Rajya Sabha website. The text of  all the 
reports of the Committee of Privileges presented to the House during the 
year was placed on the Rajya Sabha website.  Sessional information relating 
to Government Business expected to be taken up during the Session, 
provisional calendar of sittings, etc. were also timely updated on the Rajya 
Sabha website. 
  
24.8        Inspection Report: As per the Inspection  Report - 2007, 
working of the Section was found to be very good. 
  
24.9      Training:   Two officials of the Section received a week long in-
house training on office procedure. Another official attended a 4-day 
training programme conducted by BPST, Lok Sabha Secretariat on being 
nominated by the Secretariat on ‘Parliament Questions, Legislative Process 
and Committees’. The same official attended a 3-day workshop on 
Standardisation of Website and Contents organized by the STQC, 
Department of I.T. at its Headquarters, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New 
Delhi. 
   
24.10     Goals and objectives: The Section had defined targets for itself 
in respect of recording of files upto the year 2006 and updating of the 
precedent register.  These targets have successfully been completed.  All 
the goals and objectives of the section were performed as per schedule as 
mentioned in the Action Plan.  Besides,  compilation of information 
pertaining to Calling Attention, Short Duration Discussion, Private Members’ 
Resolution, Special Mentions,  etc., is being maintained in separate 
registers.  Precedent register in electronic form is being updated and will be 
completed in the first quarter of 2009.  
 (ii)  One of the new initiatives taken during the year was that of 
sending SMS Text Message to the Members about the commencement of 
the Session and dates for ballots for Questions and Private Members’ 
Bills/Resolutions. The practice of sending SMS Messages to the Members 
were started from the 213th Session using the software designed and 
prepared for the purpose.  
 (iii)  Updation of two publications, namely, ‘Rules of Procedure and 
Conduct of Business in the Council of States’ and ‘Handbook for Members of 
Rajya Sabha’ is currently being undertaken. 
 
 


