
49. MEDIA, EDUCATION AND AUDIO-VISUAL UNIT 
 

 49. 1     Introduction: The erstwhile Press & Media Unit created on 17 
November 2003 was rechristened as the Media, Education and Audio-Visual 
Unit as part of the restructuring of LARRDIS w.e.f. 19 September 2008. The 
Unit continues to functions as the nodal Section for the work relating to liaison 
with press and media agencies, correspondents and journalists. The mandate 
of the Unit includes, inter alia, the following items of work:  

i)         All work relating to the Press Gallery involving issue of Press 
Gallery passes for Session periods, admission of Newspapers/New 
Agencies to Press Gallery, issue of Parking Labels to journalists and 
Press correspondents, etc.; 

ii)       Liaison with Government publicity organizations and 
communication media, press correspondents, newspapers and other 
bodies; 

iii)      Publicity of activities of Rajya Sabha through Press 
releases/communiqués; 

iv)       Management of Press Counter during Session periods for the 
supply of parliamentary papers to press representatives. 

v) To organize official Press conferences; 
vi) Secretarial Assistance to Press Advisory Committee; 
vii) To organize Orientation Programme for Media persons in tandem 

with Training Unit; 
viii) Videography and still photography of events. 

 
49.2     Work relating to Press Gallery:  Media, Education and Audio-
Visual Unit issued 26 passes to the journalists under Long and Distinguished 
Service category. The Unit also issued 252 permanent photo passes to the 
correspondents of newspapers/news agencies/electronic media having a 
sanctioned quota for Rajya Sabha Press Gallery for one-year duration. During 
the year, two newspapers, a news channel and a magazine were admitted to 
the Rajya Sabha Press Gallery. Names of 452 journalists eligible for Temporary 
and Sessional cards were recommended to Centralized Pass Issue Cell (CPIC) 
for issuance of bar coded passes. One journalist was also given Central Hall 
facility during the year.  Besides, names of 231 journalists having permanent 
Rajya Sabha Press Gallery passes were sent to Centralized Pass Issue Cell 
(CPIC) for issue of R.F. Tags. 
 
49.3    Press Counter: Media, Education and Audio-Visual Unit manages a 
Press Counter near the Press Gallery of Rajya Sabha. During the session period, 
one person is deputed to the Press Counter to provide parliamentary papers to 
the correspondents of both print and electronic media covering the proceedings 
of Rajya Sabha. Copies of Parliamentary papers such as Bills, List of Business, 
List of Starred/Unstarred Questions, Statements made by the Ministers, 
Reports of the various Parliamentary Committees, Special Mentions, etc. were 
supplied/made available at the Press Counter during the sessions.  This apart, 
various Press Releases and Notices were also supplied to media persons 
through the Press Counter. 
 



49.4     Issuance of Parking Labels: Media, Education and Audio-
Visual Unit handles the work relating to the issuance of Parking Labels to press 
correspondents to enable them to have unhindered access to the Parliament 
House Complex. During the year 2008, 105 Annual Parking Labels and 58 
Sessional Parking Labels were issued to the media persons. 
 
49.5    Preparation of Briefs and Notes: The Unit prepares briefs and notes 
relating to its mandate as and when required.   
 
49.6   Video coverage of events:  Media, Education and Audio-Visual Unit 
also does video coverage of the important events of Rajya Sabha and its 
Secretariat. During the year, videography was arranged for farewell function of 
retired/retiring Members' in Balayogi Auditorium, a day long workshop on Right 
to Information Act and proceedings of Anomaly Committee of Rajya Sabha 
Secretariat.  
49.7   Still photography of events: The Unit made arrangements for still 
photography of events such as oath taking ceremonies of newly elected/re-
elected/nominated Members of Rajya Sabha, visits of foreign delegations, 
function to celebrate  Rajya Saba Day and presentation of Committee Report 
on Wakf by Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha to Hon'ble Chairman, Rajya Sabha, 
etc. 
 
49.8   Publicity work: The Unit also did a large amount of liaison work with  
different news agencies, newspapers, correspondents of electronic and print 
media for giving wide publicity to the following activities and events that took 
place during the year:  
 

(i) Orientation Programme for Media persons held in Parliament House 
Annexe on from 15 to 18 January 2008; 

(ii) Visits of foreign parliamentary delegations from Finland, Switzerland  
& Bhutan; 

(iii) SMSes were sent to journalists informing them about important 
parliamentary event and dates; 

(iv) Press Conferences held at Parliament House/Parliament House 
Annexe, addressed by the Chairmen, Committee on Transport, 
Tourism and           Culture on 5 March 2008, Committee on 
Personnel, Public Grievances, Law & Justice on 11 March 2008, 
Committee on Transport, Tourism and Culture on 18 April and 20 
August 2008, Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law & 
Justice on 22 and 23 October 2008, Joint Parliamentary Committee 
on Wakf on 23 October 2008 and Committee on Transport, Tourism 
and Culture on 23 October 2008; 

(v) Farewell function for retired/retiring Members of Rajya Sabha held 
on 18 March 2008;  

(vi) Oath taking ceremonies of the newly elected/re-elected/nominated 
Members of Rajya Sabha held on 4 June, 4 July, 24 July, 11 August, 
18 August, 9 September and 20 November 2008; 

(vii) Orientation Programme for the newly elected/re-elected/nominated 
Members of Rajya Sabha held from 26 to 27 July 2008; 

(viii) Launching of a software for electronic movement of files of the Rajya 
Sabha Secretariat pertaining to Members Amenities on 14 October 
2008; 



(ix) A day long workshop on the Right to Information Act held at 
Parliament House Annexe on 20 November 2008; 

(x) Conference organized to discuss the recommendations of the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee on Wakf held on 20 December 2009; and 

(xi) Valedictory Remarks by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha at the end of 
213th and 214th Sessions;  

49.9 Preparation and Issue of Press Releases: The Unit prepared Press 
Releases both in English and Hindi to ensure adequate publicity to a number of 
important events as enumerated below: 

(i) Oath taking ceremonies of newly elected/re-elected/nominated 
Members held from time to time; 

(ii) Visits of foreign parliamentary delegations; 
(iii) Orientation Programme for journalists; 
(iv) Farewell function for retired/retiring Members of Rajya Sabha; 
(v) Orientation Programme for newly elected/re-elected/nominated 

Members of Rajya Sabha; 
(vi) Launching of a software for electronic movement of files of the Rajya 

Sabha Secretariat pertaining to Members Amenities;  
(vii) A day long workshop on Right to Information Act; and 

 
49.10 Media Advisory Committee: On 18 March 2008, the Hon'ble Chairman, 
Rajya Sabha constituted an eleven member Media Advisory Committee of 
Rajya Sabha having representation from various media organizations.  The 
Committee has four Office Bearers namely, Chairman, Vice-Chairman, 
Secretary and Joint Secretary appointed by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha from 
amongst the members of the Committee.  The Committee has been constituted 
in pursuance of the guidelines for Media Advisory Committee of Rajya Sabha 
duly approved by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha.  The primary function of the 
Committee is to render advice to the Rajya Sabha Secretariat regarding 
admission of various media organizations to the Press Gallery of Rajya Sabha 
to enable them to cover the proceedings of the House. During the year, the 
Committee held three meetings and discussed/suggested changes in the 
existing guidelines.  The Media, Education and Audio-Visual Unit provided 
Secretarial assistance to the Committee which inter alia included issuing 
notices for the meetings, making necessary arrangements for 
lunches/refreshments for the meetings, preparation of minutes of the meetings 
and follow-up action on the recommendations of the Committee. 
 
49.11 Miscellaneous Work: In addition to the above, the following work was 
also done during the year: 

(i) Short listing and inviting media persons for a luncheon meeting with 
Hon'ble Chairman, Rajya Sabha at his residence on 5 December 2008. 

(iii) Bills for refreshment/lunch/photographs etc. were received and 
processed from time to time. 

 


